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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED {{IFORMATION

SOURCE Han-fang Jih-pao.

EETARDATION OF EWANGTUNG LARD REFGRH
BY LANDIORD PCWER, JNCOMPETERCE OF CCP CAIMRES

On 21 July 1952, the Canton Hap-fang Jih-pao devoted pege L and three-
fourths of page 2 to a seriss or articles on the obstruction of land referm in
& rural villege, Sung Tzu Ling, loceted about 220 miles southwest of Canton.
The articlez were the most outspoken in a series of exhortations vhich hzd
eppesred un-the Canton organ during May, June, snd July 1952. %he major theme
in this series waB discontent with the progress of land reform in Evangtung,
Cadra ircompetence, -- lack of training and insufficient reyolutionary fervor
in disposseesing landlords -- and rural clan strength ware given as the anjor

*eu3es JOr slow progrese in land reforn.

The incident in question occurred in 8pring 195C and involved the failare
¢% suxral CCP codres to break tha local rower of two dominant clans. Specifically,
the cause of the failure of the land reform movement in Bn P'ing Heie: was re-
Ported to be collusion with clam chiefs on the part of Cheng Ting-jo (magistrate,
En P'ing Hsien), Feng Han-ying (chief, Heien Public Security Burean), and Wa
lang (deputy director, Hsien People's Court). As a result of this collusgion,

a mexber of the China Few Democracy Youth Corps and two associates who had
Jointly orgenized ‘he local production cell for the reclamation of land were
exscuted. The villege of Sung Tzu Ling 18 in En P'ing Esien and vas the focal
point of landlord powver. :

An editorial appearing in the 21 July 1952 igeue of the Canteon nswspaper --
"Take note of the Bloody Lesson of Sung Tru Ling Village; Firmly Support the
Rightetus Struggle of the Peasahts® -- stated that the pover of landlords is
8t11) extensive in many regions of Kwangtung snd pointed to the incident as
proof. Commnist cadret, some of whom had showed themselves as siding witn the
landlords, were warned that they would be purged. As s result of the investie
gation of the Sung Tzu Ling incident » the three abuve-rentioned (CP members --
top-level officials in En P'ing Heien -~ vere expelled from the FeYtY.  Cheng
Tivg-Jo vas gentenced to 5 years of penal servitude end Peng Han-ying and Wu Lang
were exscuted on 6 Junme 1952. :
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The woot significent pagssants of the éditorial are as folloim:

“...To save themselves fron destruction, the landlords have not ouly
publiely opened fire » @isscminated poiscn » forented disorder, and smashed
the Jand reform movement » but also have used innumsrable devices to defend

thels power, uwsurp loecal leadership, and plan to re-establish thensslves. ;. o
. ..Thay have caused all poiitical, gesurity, end juridiesl orgena in certain e
bsiens to be infiltrated by their ezents who, by resing as revoluticnaries, ] B

W

effect counterrevolut ionary activity. The Sung Tzu Lirg incident sbhous
clearly that the enemy's plot to wourp leadership Has edvanced one step
Zurther, that the leadersbip authority of the political, security, and ju-
ridical orgens of En P'ing Hsion has been usurpad by the landlords, omd
thut the orgaps of the People’s Democratic Dictatorship have consequantly
bocom2 inetruments in the hands of the landlords for effectirg dictator-
chin over the pepaanic. The knife woz in the hand of the enemy ond ‘back-
Yone members® of the Feasentry mzt with a brutal death. Hov Prightful
and hrov lerontable tais incident!

“The encmy has not only attecited, but 2150 has bored -- bored into the
top level of the haten leadership apparatus. Occupying thene leedarship
Dosts, the encmy ‘at cowrt® and the eneny 'in the flelds' are now carrying
ard o pincer movement against the revolutionary pzople from without and from
within., The situation i# very eritical. If we do not imcrease our viRi-
lzace 100-7old and discever and szash the eneny’s plots, then victory in
the struggle against feudalism canmot be guaranteed. .

"The uido?y incident teaches us tkat the ranks of the cedres must be
rectified: villuias and class renegades must be purged. Agents of the lande
lordsAwithin the rauks of cur cadres -- aspecially those discovered within
tho organs of locsl govermmant - must not be taken lightly: they are hidden
enemigs. To push land reform, activate the peasants, and ersdicate feudal~

"ism we need a great many loyal, diligent cadres who vill enter fully into

the difficult task of land reform. Then we can gain the victory. But if
We bave men like Cheng Ting-Jo, Feng Han-ying, and Wu Lang -~ clags renes
&adas vho have infiltrated our ranks many endeavors will be wrecked.
These persons do no want to eradirate feudalism; they vant to retain it.
Tha more they carry um wrecking activites within our canp, the mors will
the peassat movemsut Prove incepable of development. The veacants will not
Guly find it Qifficult to attain liberaticn, but will be brutally mirdered
1ike He Chao-t'ing.

"Witk regard to rectifying the ranks arcd purging our quarters: let
thoze comrades who still retaln rightist tendencies take care! The villains
ard clnss remegades who are plotting with the enemy to smash the revolution
mst be vioclently purged and punished in accordance with the severity of thoir
crimes. The Sung T2u Ling incident reveals that the vile conspiracies of
tke enemy have proved guzscesaful becsuse there are persons in our ranls
meeting his needs. We must not rest comtent and breed such villains. The
8ung Txu Ling incident must not happen again.

"Fo treat the enemy with mercy is to treat the people crininally. The
Sung Tzu Ling incident teaches us Lhat to Tail to suppress violently the
shansiess enexy will prove unfortunste. The pessants have not been suffi-
ciently aroused and the fight agalost the enemy not sutficiently thorough:
in many aireas the landlords have nct been fully beatea down and their au-
thority is still widespread. The lsndlords have bheen beaten not with force
Yut vith gentleness, Today, we must once again attack vith force ang smash
the landlords into ruin and destruction. We must mount our political offen-
8ive on a roeder front and must mercilessly punich, at the outset, the re~
calcitrant and progress-smashing, illegal landlords, eliminate the reputaticn
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of the enemy, and nurture the confifence mnd resolve of the peasants. We
mut opan Lixe, eeunterattack, end carry lemd reform to high tide....

"Hith regard to these esgents of the lardlords » these muderers of
Progreasive pessants, and this wicked enexy whe even today 1s actively
effecting manifold sciemas: they must be viclously beaten down. The
wore thay are bit, the better will it be for us. If Wu Sueg in the Shal
MaCblvas /g femous chazacter im $he tradition of Robin Hoodf did not
B2t the tiger to ceath, the tiger would bave devoured him. s not tho
Eung Tzu Ling imeident ixom proof of this? :

"Iz the last eoslysis, there are some comredes who lcok upcn the
bitter sufferings of tko peasunts and pretend not to see. | Yet they are
very mich concerned over the lendlord clasp, They turn an emty cor to
ths peusanta' demands $0 be liberated but promptly respord Lo the call
of the landlords.... FProm an objestive vizwpolii, they say, they are
128 to support the landlords and suppress the pensant movenment....

Some cadres act az though it was not the worid of the peasants but rather
the world of the landlords. Becsuse of this » the peasrnts look with
deep anxiety and are even less venturous s fearing to rise. Thig i3 tha
réal ‘confuslon.' From this 1t can be scen thab these comrades heve lost
thelr-crientation, and the consequences of incorrect distinction tetween
ourselives and the enemy have bescoms critical. This hes caused the peacant
povement t0 mest with o sordons sotback. Such mistokes can mo loager e
todsratad, AN corrndan mush coxrect their orieatation, stand firm on
the ‘side of the peasants , and part coupany with the landiovds iu theory
and in pracc/ze. I they do not, then they will become the moushpleces
end shields of t.c landlord clsss end their egents. Thoze who are
Fulléd over to the landlord class musti be exposed and displayed ap
examples. "
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